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books. 

„ . Childhood, by Professor Sully (Macmillan 10/6). We are 

fa bled to Professor Sully for Ibis quite delightful volume, rich 
^ child 'stories sympathetically told. Such subjects as the Age 0 f 
tS Lm of Reason, Subject to Fear, V„ dt r La w , 
wh ch are of deep interest to every parent, are treated with philosophic 
insight a sort of quaint realisation of a child’s nature, and at the same 
jme a sijo-ht effort to pull the child into form, to get him to conform 

himself to those laws of evolution according to which he ought to develop. 

But the child runs away with the Professor on every page, and the 
Professor laughs and likes it. The chapters devoted to the Child as 
Artist and The Young Draughtsman are immensely fascinating. We 
all know these efforts of childish art, but to have them brought together 
and analysed as to their import and intention is quite new and very 
charming. Professor Sully expressly declares that he does not intend this 
volume to be an instruction to parents upon the management of their 
children, but, every now and then, he drops precious hints by the way 
which mothers will value and know how to act upon. To give a single 
example, he says, “How valuable is the mother’s encouragement of the 
weakly child, shrinking from a difficult self-repressive action, when she 
says with inspiring voice: ‘You ca?i do it if you try.’ ” That is, the 
mother gives the right suggestion and waits, with expectant attention , 
for the child to act upon it. No house where there are children should be 
without Studies of Childhood. 

A Manual of Clay Modelling, by H. Unwin (Longmans, 3/-). Miss 
Unwin is to be congratulated upon the production of a thoroughly artistic 
and, at the same time, educational volume. I he instructions are very 
clear and good, the plates admirable, and the list of suggested models is 
exceedingly helpful to the teacher. The preface, by Mr. Rooper, deserves 
great attention as setting forth the value of clay-modelling. For 
intelligent children a little beyond the nursery stage, we cannot imagine a 
f er ,°° ’ ^ ut we think there is room for another manual for the nursery 
folk and for the big and little children in the Board School. 

Wo °°k f or Every Woman, by Jane H. Walker, M.D. (Longmans). 

10 f *? or Ia y recommend Miss Walker’s valuable book to every 
Miss Gr caie ^ u i study, not mere reading, as well as for emergencies, 
hveiene ti-T ^ ^ 1 10r p u ghly into questions of food, clothing, nursery 
and ear’ trm I\ UrSlng of SIck chil dren, accidents, diseases of children, eye 
management nf eS vu er ^ t ' 1 ' n ^ ' n ^ act tbat concerns those who have the 
wide and most ^ whether in sickness or in health. Miss Walker’s 
S T'* 1 CXperience w ^h children makes her an 
7 °" thC Sub J' ects of which she treats. The 
mothers. nSC ° mucl1 of her advice will recommend the book to 

book of fairy talef^’ ^ ^1 ^ ords worth (Longmans, 5/-). A charming 
or leave as you like ^ 1 ?, Ut sen (i cea ble morals which you may take 

illustrate the stories lvr ustrat i° ns are very interesting and really 
write for them. ISS 01 dsworth knows children and knows how to 
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A second series of th ^sfsays^n^riticism ^ Arn °' d (Macmillan - 5 /*)- 
mean order. Shall we ever h* , , ^ l . s . an unex pected treat of no 

thing in such wise that it can neve^be saTd an^ Wh ° haS the 2 ift to sa y a 
the essay on Wordsworth * * . y more ? Even when, as in 

adequate, there S* ’ 

which, once read cannot he fnf & 7 s of .P oetr y an d laws of life, 
by which to try certain Hi ^°f r"’ Ut rema ’ n as standards of value 

thfnir haS g , 0I ! e fr r US Wh0Se j ud ^ ment ever vindicated whatsoever 
things are just, true, lovely, and of good report, and whose insight was as 

a chemic test to detect all manner of insincerity and verbiage. 

,n Crthcism (First Series), 5 /- We are grateful to Messrs, 
acmillan for reproducing, in this charming series, a volume of essays 
upon which many of us have grown up with a grateful sense that they have 
done more than anything else to train us in the art of just appreciation. 
Parents, one of whose functions it is to help their children to form opinions 
upon literature and life, cannot do better than possess themselves of these 
two volumes in the Eversley Series. 

Popular Tales , by M. Edgeworth (Macmillan, 3/6). Jt is very pleasant 
to meet with old favourites in a new dress. The Popular Tales are very, 
very moral, very stimulating to thrift and industry and a number of 
practical virtues, but how keen an insight into character do we get, and 
what delightfully humorous situations ! The illustrations are very happy, and 
remind one in spirit, if not in power, of the good old “ Cruikshank ” times. 
The Popular Tales afford capital reading for both kitchen and parlour. 

The second Jungle Book , by Rudyard Kipling (Macmillan, 6/-). Here 
is a delight for young and old, a new volume of Jungle Stories by 
Rudyard Kipling ! We know his touch of old, and how he works at the 
links of the golden chain which binds man to his “little brothers,’ as 
St. Francis called those others who fly and swim and hunt and do many 
things, but do not talk in our speech. All the stories will be found 
delightful, we know; but, since that story of St. Francis, was there 
ever a more fascinating story than that of the Al iracle of Put tint B ha gat 
(the second in the volume) ? 

“ We loved him with the love 
That knows, but cannot understand,” 

sang the “ Little Folk ’’ ; and the story of the loves of the Brahmin Sage, 
and those other dwellers on the mountain, who neither uy nor se nor 
cret train is very sweet reading, and inspiring, too, in these : days, whe 
we are reaching towards a universal brotherhood. Children wi o\e every 

itdytshalott and other Poems^ 

A charming bijou volume, containing just^ ^ ® e birthday gift. 

le tC Kindle Cha S (S h P. C. A 

rro^Ssthat have been writ. It is a very 
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, * n fc carrying us through the ages of the Martyrs, the 
roll-call ofthes«nt^ Y ^ (he FriarS) down to the saints 

Hermits the Great among us , Lord Shaftesbury, Mrs. Fry, 

5 ** W wnberforce. There is a quiet glow of enthusiasm and a sense 
f tnulnce in the story that is very inspiring, and is a new thing j n 
^/treatment of Church History. Indeed, this little book is written with 
^ o{ th e fire and force that Dean Stanley put into his Eastern 
Churches, with even more of the passion of strong conviction. We most 
strongly recommend the volume for Sunday reading, one chapter a week, 
where there are boys and girls. 

Babylonia, edited by Professor Sayce (S. P. C. K., 2/-). Ur of the 
Chaldees is a name to conjure with. It stirs remote memories in our own 
lives as well as in the history of mankind, and the recent discoveries in 
Babylonia read like a romance. In this little book we have an able and 
interesting summary of the story which is a really necessary illustration of 
Bible History. 

Auld Lang Syne, by Ian Maclaren (Hodder & Stoughton, 6/-). The 
friends of Ian Maclaren said, after The Bo?inie Brier Bush appeared, 

“ Don’t write any more, you cannot do. better, and you must do worse ” ; 
but he has been saved from his friends and has given us The Days of 
Auld La?ig Syne , every story a real feast of local colouring and fine 
character study. And what men they were— those Fathers of Drumtocty ! 
This is a great deal more than a collection of tales to beguile us. It is a 
lesson book for every family and for every village. This is just the book 
for the family bookshelves, that the story of Jamie, or Burnbrae, or Lily, 
may be read aloud to a cosy fireside party which will be divided between 
tears and smiles at the reading. The stories will admit of being read 
many times over. 

Strangers at Lisconnel, by Jane Barlow (Hodder & Stoughton, 6/-). 
Miss Barlow has given us another series of Irish idylls, rich as Aukl Lang 
yne in local colouring, full of deeply interesting and amusing character 
s etc es. This is a book to be read with keen enjoyment and a touch of 
ender sympathy with the “finest peasantry in the world.” Miss Barlow’s 
s siou c e read by everybody for the best of all reasons - that they 
p us to understand and to love one another. 

and Garden ' by Mrs Br 'ghtwen (F. Unwin, 3/6). 
know R i • Vi •• n & ltwen n °t got in her house and garden ? People who 
ala? M aV .' Wi " like t0 read of Mrs. Brighton's mongoose, bul, 

5,-"' T ', 8 d f crib ' d ,« “» creature of one idea and that snake- 
who were kina ) vo ® murs » lomm y a nd Pearly, remind one of the langurs 
sehinlTno "f *? P T Blla S«- &ct, Mrs. Brighton seems to be 
the birds and "tf ° ^ h ° me ' Stl11 better are the deli ghtful stories about 
notice We C annnr inter . feedin « B * lnsects > too, come in for a share of 
friends with “ Wild Natu'H*” 3 better bo °k f° r children who want to make 

We heartily commend Hearts ' B ^ Mrs - Brightwen, (S.P.C.K) 
parents who wish I • ' S most use fol and thoughtful little volume to all 
ways of helpful ness <J nn ^ U P tbt ' r children in thoughts of kindness and 
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Pericles, by E. Abbott M A LI , 

Sons, s/- and 6/-). D ’r. Abbott has °C ^ Nation Sfn ' w ( Putma " & 
interesting study of perhaps the US a Very able - lucid and 

History. We are grafefulTr ° f Grecia " 

and character before those who have nofrfc'T 6 P ' ay ° f Greek life 
scholars. Mothers who have sons ar L 1 happiness to be Greek 
guidance of so able a leader as Dr AhK l? 0 W ' s P eciall y welcome the 

of the old fable, i, especially racto™ 

girl, is full of imaginative Lterest. Many of the °* ?'”**’ a " Indian 
charming. 1 ^ ^lustrations are quite 


11 ^ rf\ a L d f L leutenant-Colonel Percy Tones 

gre a 1 1 y i merest a chiU T' Wes a " d Wsh character tha? shou d 

8 Thl l l T J h ° 15 Studyin ^ the rei & ns of 'he Georges, 
edbed fr Ury C™* Series of Children's Folk Lore and other Stories 

& C °” lh 6ach) - Little Red Ridi ”S 
The House that Jack built. Blue Beard, etc. These are charming little 

airy-tale books most artistically got up both as regards illustrations, the 
dainty green-gold bindings, and the ribbon ties. 

Sonnets and Songs, by M. Bateman (Elkin Mathews, 3/6). A pretty 
volume of love poems, tender and sweet 


White turrets , by Mrs. Molesworth (Chambers). This is a book for 
the hour. Mrs. Molesworth feels that while a career is an excellent thing 
for a girl who must earn her living, or for whom there is no pressing 
home-need, yet that there are many girls who desire a career for the mere 
sake of a more exciting life. The story, written in Mrs. Molesworth’s 
usual attractive style, should open the eyes of such girls to their mistake. 

Cardboard Modelling, by W. Nelson and A. Sutcliffe (Philip & Son, 
2/6). A very valuable addirion has been made to the handbooks on 
cardboard modelling. This book contains directions for making thirty-tw r o 
useful and ornamental models, many of which are not contained in 
Heaton’s manual. The first twenty are fairly easy and could be made b) 
children of from ten years old. 


Dear Editor, — I have before referred to the increasing interest that 
is now shewn in the study of children as evidenced by the articles on 
their health, diet, education, clothing, etc., that now appear in so many of 
our papers. Too often these effusions are the veriest “ twaddle,” inserted 
by editors to meet an undoubted public want and written by those who 
have nothing to teach, who have observed nothing and thought nothing, 
and consider only how to fill with passable platitudes their weekly space. 

Of a very different stamp appear to me the articles that commenced. n 
the Fall Mall Gazette on November 20th, and have since appe^re y 
Wednesday They are written by one w'ho has a lively uco u 
own happy 7 and healthy childhaod and who 

into childish feelings, sorrows, joys and fears. t } children 

they have begun they will be ea ^ , °^ s Sth^er delightful accounts 
I must not begin to quote, or I could till p g mu’titude of toys and 

of childish escapades, her views on the evils of the multitude > 
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__ early religious beliefs (their 

presents now showered upon by auth ority) Her scheme too, 

realo nes I mean, • ds of ill -nourished little ones to be found 

for feeding some of the m ^ ^ tQ be very practical and tQ 

in 0 ur elementary schools seem 

serve a double purpose , Education Commission is discussed by 
The report of the Forfnizh tly, and by Professor Masson in the 

T. J. Macnamara in ^ Qn the whole it is approved by both. I t 

Contemporary fo hj must b e done, and that quickly, to provide 

is very evident th and under as good conditions for our 

:rd a dTe-class Srel as is now given free in our Board Schools. I notice 
that both writers incidentally condemn our present system of competitive 

SC There Sh is PS a good article in the Nineteenth. Century, by the Hon. 
F Lvulph Stanley, on “Re-opening the Educational Settlement” ; and 
Mr Deane replies to his critics, but without making any fresh points ; and 
in the Forum for October, Mr. J. Gilmer Speed asks for higher pay for 
teachers This will readily be conceded if coupled, as he couples it, 
with a “better training,” especially if he is justified in saying that through 
-ountrv schools the American peasantry are “as 


as 

can 


with a “better training, especially it ne lsjusuueu m baying mai 
the inefficiency of the country schools the American peasantry are 
illiterate and unlearned as any class of people in the world. They can 
read and they can write, but they do not understand what they read, and, 
never having been taught how to think, they are the easy victims of every 
bustling demagogue who promises to give them something for nothing. 
The American farmer of two generations ago was a better educated man 
than is the American farmer of to-day. 

I may mention, though it comes outside my province, the excellent 
notices that have appeared of Professor Sully’ s new book, “ Studies of 
Childhood.” 


December i \th . 


OUR WORK. 

The House of Education . — We begin work 18 th inst. The outgoing 
students have left us, with regret indeed, but full of hope and courage and 
the desire, and we believe the capacity, to do good work. The first number 
of the Students’ Magazine is issued this month. The esprit de corps 
which has led the ex-students to start this magazine, to form themselves 
into a society, and to adopt a most inspiring badge, is a very promising 
sign, for the object of these quite spontaneous efforts is to enable the 
so itaij workers to maintain, at a high level, the enthusiasm which fir^d 
them during their training. We have as yet seen only a preliminary issue 
e magazine, and we found the spirit of earnestness and devotion to 
eir work, shewn by the writers, very touching and very cheering. ^ e 

, 'a < f Ur ^ ea ^ ers vv ill bo interested in this bit of news, and will wish g 00 
speed to the infant magazine. 

for forested to know that there will probably be vacancies 

change u m °f nthS ' students durin g each of the terms this year, as t 
* a two years’ training causes irregularities. This short course 
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propose to teach. Apply to the Secretary d ° not 

Parents' Review School.— We continue . 
about the work done in the P R S Ag-ain ver 7 encour aging letters 
and girls who have worked in if fake “ a terv^ T? ^ ** ^ 
•» We are 

examining. May we once again i mpr , ss on parents im ° 

getting good teaching arithmetic. A weekly lesson from the master o 
an elementary school with practise on the other days, would secure 
satisfactory results. Term begins January ,j, h . Children may be 
admitted at any time. y 


Mothers' Educational Union .- Our class of mother-students increases 
rapidly, but we wish all would take the examinations. Any mothers who 
wish to part with their books might do well to write to the Secretary, House 
of Education, on the subject. 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[ The Editoi' is not 7’esponsible for the opinions of Coi’rcspondents ]. 

Dear Editor, — I wonder whether you, or any of the readers of the 
Parents' Review can suggest any way of amusing a girl of nj, who may 
neither read, write, nor work by candle-light, and who is obliged to have 
“brain rest as well as eye rest.” I shall be extremely obliged for any hints, 
as I know hardly any games that can be played without using the eyes — or 
any occupations except basket-making. I should also be glad to know 
where materials for making really strong, useful baskets can be procured. 
I am also anxious to know of some nice, instructive French books suitable 
for reading aloud to the same child. She is not allowed to do any regular 
lessons, only “what amuses her,” and as she is very fond of history and 
natural history, I should like to know of some French books on these 
subjects — well-written, and sufficiently interesting and amusing for her to 
wish to have them read. She has read and liked Madame Therese. I 
you can insert this in the December number, I shall be much obliged. 

Pusey Rectory, Faringdon. Yours tru b r > e * 

P.S.-I should be much obliged for a list of Historical Novels, suitafa le 

5 DE*R EDITOH.-I write ,0 ,5k f S,iPfo7«Tye"r, e“her 

z: zr*. ^ 

Bradfield, nr. Reading. 

, . ' Parents' Review from ’91 to the present 

DEAR Editor,— I have the P numbers for 25/- Do you 

date, perfect (unbound), and would part with 

know of anyone who would like yourS; w v> Van Holst. 

46, Lansdown Crescent, Cheltenham. 


